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The Real Garfield 2

Synopsis: The Ilion Islands, the present. In Carlyle Castle, his baronial stately home, Prince, the real Garfield 2’s exact double, dies. He was lord of all he surveyed, especially since the departed lady of the house willed him her estate. His attendant, the paranoid Lord Bargis, throws Prince’s body into the Thames and prepares to inherit the castle for himself.


In his Anaheim, California tract home, the real Garfield 2 struggles over the death of his owner, Jon Arctor. Starved for affection, Garfield 2 is set to propose to Jon’s grieving girlfriend, Liz Hawthorne, but his inability to speak to humans prevents him. When Liz departs for an Ilion spa and resort, the real Garfield 2, eager for new experiences, stows away in her suitcase.


Prince’s corpse washes ashore in Iion Town, where badgers eat it. The animals who observe this mourn piteously, then adjourn to a pub to drown their sorrows. The real Garfield 2, freshly arrived and eager for new experiences, enters the pub and is taken for the resurrected Prince. One cat, Ernie Odie, harbors doubts, pointing out Garfield 2’s lack of Ilion accent, but Garfield 2 tells all assembled that death has altered his voice. The animals, eager to believe him, lead Garfield 2 back to Carlyle Castle, transformed by Lord Bargis into an Ilion spa and resort. The real Garfield 2, by now believing himself to be the resurrected Prince and true heir to the castle, enjoys his luxurious surroundings, encouraging the animals to bug the castle and kill the villainous Lord Bargis.


Meanwhile, Odie, starved for attention, scavenges the surviving scraps of Prince’s fur and fashions from them a “Prince skin.” Thus adorned, she tries to convince the castle animals that she is the true resurrected Prince. As Odie’s “Prince skin” is a garish carnal patchwork, swarming with bugs and flecked with blood and spittle, she succeeds only in terrifying the other animals, who chase her away.


Garfield 2 learns that Liz, who is staying at the spa and resort as a tourist, is being courted by Bargis, who hopes to discover her secret. Hidden in Liz’s suitcase, Garfield 2 observes Bargis supply Liz with Substance G, a lethally addictive hallucinogen. Under the drug’s control, Liz flounders in the extreme stages of psychotic grief, suffering from the worsening hallucination that she can commune with Jon’s spirit. Bargis dons a holographic “Jon suit” and makes increasingly desperate attempts to ravage Liz, but fails to uncover her secret.


Bargis departs and Liz collapses. The real Garfield 2, eager for new experiences, swallows some leftover Substance G. Hallucinating, he communes with Jon’s spirit, which chastises his pet but promises never to reveal what Garfield 2 has done, certain that he will meet with punishment enough in the next life.


Bargis adjourns to the castle’s mysterious pub in order to drown his sorrows. The castle animals enter dressed as Liz and attempt to seduce him. He initially resists, pointing out their lack of an Anaheim, Californian accent. “Liz” tells Bargis that Substance G has altered her perception, and encourages the Lord to try the new drug for himself. He eagerly gobbles down handfuls.


Odie, whose ragtag Prince skin has by now even further deteriorated, enters and badgers Bargis in an attempt to drive him into madness. Bargis, now under the ravages of Substance G, makes increasingly desperate attempts on his own and others’ lives. The real Garfield 2, pursued by Bargis in his “Jon suit,” swallows more Substance G in order to prevent the villainous Lord from taking control of his mind. The castle animals, still dressed as Liz, rescue Bargis and capture Odie in Liz’s suitcase. Liz’s colleagues arrive, revealing her to be an undercover narcotics officer; all have been unwitting pawns in an operation designed to expose Carlyle Castle as a secret harvesting site for Substance G. Odie, ravaged by blood and spittle, climbs inside Liz’s suitcase and doubtlessly throws herself into the Thames. Bargis, irreparably lost to psychotic hallucinations, is assigned to work at a mysterious, quasi-governmental farming commune. The real Garfield 2, whose experiences with Substance G have enabled him to be understood by humans, proposes to Liz, who eagerly accepts; they become the new Lord and Lady of Carlyle Castle. In the background, Jon’s spirit, starved for affection and struggling at the brink of madness, grants his blessing to their union.
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